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Keep the Immigrants, Deport the Racists
Michael K. Cantwell

America has always been a beacon for those fleeing  debased themselves and diminished our country with
poverty and persecution, as memorably described in  their prejudice and ignorance.

Emma Lazarus’s poem, “The New Colossus,” with

its iconic, aspirational closing lines: A Brief History

Give me your tired, your poor

Your huddled masses yearning to breathe free,
The wretched refuse of your teeming shore.
Send these, the homeless, tempest-tost to me,
[ lift my lamp beside the golden door!

This article addresses those who came to our shores
of their own volition. It does not address those who
were kidnapped and brought in chains to be sold as
chattel or the unsurpassed contributions they and
their descendants made to this country.

As every schoolchild knows or should know, the

entire poem is engraved on the Statute of Liberty and ~ The treatment of immigrants has varied over time.
welcomed tens of millions of immigrants who made ~ Until the 1890s, the vast majority of immigrants
the hard journey from the Old to the New World. =~ came from Northern and Western Europe and were
Too often (and most of all today) their descendants  largely Protestant. Of the 25 million immigrants who
have forgotten and/or dishonored the pledge made to landed at Ellis Island before World War I, a mere 1%
their forebears. There is a special place in hell for =~ were denied entry, mostly for health reasons.

those who pull up the ladder after themselves. ) )
In the late 1890s and early 1900s, the nationality and

It takes courage, drive, and spirit to leave the nation ~ religion of the immigrants changed. The new
and community of your birth for a land where often ~ arrivals, from Southern and Eastern Europe, were
you do not even speak the language. Immigrants largely Catholic and Jewish and were subject to the
have enriched America with their determination and ~ same lies spewed about Latin Americans today.

vitality while the racists who attack them have both (Continued on page 3)



(cont’d from page 1, “Push Polls”)

positive messages. The negative statements about the
Democratic candidates are  designed to
underhandedly influence voters to lower their
opinion of these candidates based on the false
information and dissuade them from voting for them
or voting at all. The positive statements about the
Republican candidates are designed to embellish
opinions of these candidates, thus increasing votes
for the Republican candidates.

Do these sound like bona fide surveys? Certainly not.
They are illegitimate in every way, disguising what
are blatant political hatchet jobs as voter surveys.
They plant exclusively false negatives about
Democratic candidates and exclusively false
positives about the Republicans. Surveys ask
questions, they do not intentionally plant one-sided,
blatantly false information about candidates. It is
critical for voters to watch for these surveys, and
regardless of whether the voters choose to answer the
questions, they must not fall victim to the dishonest
messaging.

Some of the surveys arrive by email or text, but
others are by phone call. The callers are usually not
from the organizations behind the surveys, but rather
dupes they hired to brainlessly and simply go
through a list of questions and record the “yes or no”
responses. When I get these folks on the phone, I
keep trying to ask whether they are aware that the
statements they are reading are false, who 1is
sponsoring the surveys, and whether they realize
they are engaging in dishonesty and election law
violations. All I get in return is that the callers were
just hired to sit in an office and ask the list of
questions without deviation. I hope their mothers are
proud that they are lying to voters and subverting the
vote.

Mike Caruso used these tactics effectively against
Jim Bonfiglio, constantly smearing him with such
attacks in fake surveys. Tracy Caruso engaged in the
same extreme dishonesty in her failed mayoral
campaign, and came dangerously close to winning
that election. The Carusos are obviously not alone
and other Republican candidates use the same
despicable tactics. Investigations into election law
violations demonstrated that this is a right-wing
effort wherein a political organization created layers
of phony shell companies to hide their true identity
and culpability in these schemes. They use this shell
game to improperly solicit and donate money for
campaigns such as Caruso’s, to create and distribute
dishonest, dangerous campaign mailings, and to hide
their true identity.

The Carusos are all in for Ron DeSantis and the
MAGA movement. Mike Caruso just appeared with
DeSantis while the governor spewed his racist,
extremist nonsense. Using this shell game system of
phony companies, they and others attempt to hide
their true support for and from the Republican
extremist base. They pretend to have no part in such
vile political opprobrium. Voters need to understand
what is happening and reject this attempt to subvert
their vote. Do not vote for campaigns that use these
surveys. If they want to blatantly lie about their
Democratic opponent, then do it under their own
name instead of cowardly disgracing themselves
hiding behind the shell companies. If candidates
need to go to such lengths to hide their views and
tactics, they cannot be trusted to serve the public
interest.
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(Continued from page 1, “Keep the Immigrants”)

In the forefront of the opposition was the Ku Klux
Klan, which had reinvented itself as a mainstream
movement and successfully lobbied Congress to pass
the Immigration Act of 1924:

It included farmers, bankers, railroad workers,
suffragists, ministers, mayors, and governors . . .
They dressed their anti-immigrant, anti-
Catholic, antisemitic message in patriotism and
Christian righteousness . . . For many white
Protestant Americans, the Ku Klux Klan was a
respectable pastime for the whole family.

Debunking the Lies

Crime: Immigrants actually pose less of a threat to
our communities than U.S. born citizens. Legal
immigrants commit fewer crimes than U.S.-born
citizens, and undocumented immigrants commit far
fewer crimes. US-born citizens are more than twice
as likely to be arrested for violent crimes, 2.5 times
more likely to be arrested for drug crimes, and over 4
times more likely to be arrested for property crimes.

Taxes: Immigrants paid more than $492 billion in
taxes in 2019, including more than $30 billion paid
by undocumented immigrants. Trump pays less taxes
(and does more harm) than the average immigrant.

Today’s immigrants differ from those who preceded them in the color o
their skin, not the content of their character. Those who judge them on the

former have no place in this great land.

The Act imposed severe quotas on immigration from
Southern and Eastern Europe. Unlike today,
however, there was virtually no enforcement
infrastructure and those who came illegally faced
little threat of removal.

Statutes of limitations protected those who entered
illegally before the 1940s and tens of thousands of
unauthorized immigrants were given amnesty in the
1930s. Public benefits were available to immigrants
until the 1970s, and it was not until 1986 that it
became illegal to hire an undocumented immigrant:

In sum, from the early 1900s through the 1960s,
millions of predominantly white immigrants
entered the country unlawfully, but faced
virtually no threat of apprehension or
deportation. Businesses lawfully employed these
immigrants, who were eligible for public
benefits when they fell on hard times.

See Charles Kamasaki, “US immigration policy: A
classic, unappreciated example of structural racism.”

Like their spiritual antecedents in the Klan, Donald
Trump and his minions have mainstreamed racism
and xenophobia despite the fact that some of them
literally owe their lives to America’s tradition of
welcoming immigrants. Had the 1924 Act been in
force when Stephen Miller’s great-grandfather
emigrated from Antopol (Belarus) in 1906, Miller
might have never existed. All but 7 of the 2,000 Jews
living in Antopol were murdered by the Nazis. See
David S. Glosser, “Stephen Miller is an Immigration
Hypocrite.” Politico, August 13, 2018.

Government Services: Immigrants pay far more in
taxes than they receive in benefits. Immigrants use
government services at a far lower rate than native-
born Americans despite paying taxes that support
those services. Lawful permanent residents are not
eligible for Medicaid, food stamps, or other “means-
tested welfare benefits” until they have resided in the
United States for five years, and they are ineligible
for Social Security or Medicare until they have paid
payroll taxes for 10 years. Undocumented
immigrants are never eligible for any of these
programs.

Jobs: Immigrants create more jobs than they take.
They start businesses at much higher rates than
native-born Americans and pay higher wages. And
they often take those jobs few Americans would
want—two of Trump’s three wives were immigrants.

“Illegal” Immigration is no more common today
than between 1900 and 1960. The difference is that
the millions of predominantly white immigrants who
entered illegally during that period faced no threat of
being apprehended or deported.

Number of Immigrants. We are not being overrun
by immigrants. Today. immigrants constitute 13.7%
of the U.S. population, slightly below their historical
rate between 1870 and 1930.

The Takeaway

Today’s immigrants differ from those who preceded
them in the color of their skin, not the content of
their character. Those who judge them on the former
have no place in this great land.
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Public Defenders Are Not Soft On Crime.

They Are Strong On The Constitution
Jeffrey Kash

In my first class on my first day of law school, a
classmate asked our criminal law professor “how
can you defend a criminal?”. Her response was: “I
don’t. I defend alleged criminals.”

For those that believe that judges who were formerly
Public Defenders are soft on crime, they need to
understand and appreciate that those judges are
strong on Constitutional rights. The American legal
system was designed to protect the innocent from
wrongful conviction. That design begins with the
presumption that one is innocent until proven guilty.
It includes the right to be safe from unreasonable
searches and seizures and the privilege against self-
incrimination. These protections were built into our
Constitution by the Framers.

The interpretation of our Constitutional rights and
privileges developed the Miranda warning, the
requirements for search warrants, the Public
Defenders’ office, and a host of other protections
that are woven into the fabric of our society. They
protect us from being unlawfully detained and our
persons and our homes from being unlawfully

searched, and from having to defend ourselves in
court when our liberty is at stake.

Public Defenders do the hard work of ensuring that
even those charged with the most heinous crimes are
afforded the protections the Framers intended. These
are American virtues and abandoning them would
come with a terrible cost.

John Adams, prior to becoming one of our founding
fathers and our second president, was a lawyer who
defended the British soldiers charged with
murdering American patriots in the Boston
Massacre. He did so during a time of political
upheaval and representing the soldiers was not
popular. Adams said “it was, however, one of the
most gallant, generous, manly and disinterested
Actions of my whole Life, and one of the best Pieces
of Service I ever rendered my Country.”

Those who attack and demean Public Defenders
really attack and demean the “rule of law” and those
in public office who do so also breach their oaths of
office.

2022 Membership
Char Lane

If you’re not a member of the Democratic Club of
Delray Beach, please consider joining. If you’re
already a member of the Club and haven’t yet
renewed, please renew for 2022.

Membership is on a calendar year basis and your
dues help provide funding for operational projects,
such as The Delray Democrat, our meetings, other
working supplies and signage for our sign waving
events. Our meetings are on the second Thursday of
each month, currently via zoom but we’re looking
forward to resuming live meetings as soon as it’s
safe to do so.

Our goal is to educate people as to why they should
vote Democratic and use Vote-by-Mail as a critical
tool in support of this goal. We’ll need your help
with our sign-waving, phone calling, postcard

writing, canvassing and participating in other
projects. We’ll have to work hard to help keep our
Democracy intact and protect it from the manifesting
lunacy.

We plan to help turn Florida BLUE by electing a
Democratic governor (to replace DeSantis) and a
Democratic U.S. Senator (to replace Rubio) in 2022.

Please visit our website at
www.demclubofdelray.org, read current and
previous issues of our newsletter The Delray
Democrat at www.thedelraydemocrat.com and join
our Facebook Group at https://www.facebook.com/
groups/992741928168620
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Is DeSantis Worse than Trump?
Michael K. Cantwell

I’'m not sure whether Ron DeSantis is actually a
racist, but [ am certain that he is something worse.

If he’s not a racist, that is, if he is just throwing red
meat to the wingnuts, then he’s actually worse than a
racist. Someone who promotes and exploits racism
for electoral advantage is a lower form of life than a
racist, at least IMHO. Andrew Gillum nailed it
during one of the gubernatorial debates when he
said, “I’'m not calling Mr. DeSantis a racist, I’m
simply saying the racists believe he’s a racist.”

Of course, that would only place DeSantis in a long
and grotesque gallery of Republican miscreants who
exploited racism to advance their careers. For
example, early-stage Alzheimer’s or not, Ronald
Reagan had to understand full well the import of
launching his 1980 campaign in the Mississippi
county where Goodman, Schwerner, and Chaney
were brutally murdered, and doing so with a speech
appealing to States’ Rights. It was a signal to the
racists that he was with them. So too were his memes
of “Cadillac-driving welfare queens” and “strapping
bucks using Food Stamps to buy T-bone steaks.

Similarly, whether or not George H.W. Bush was a
racist, he was happy to use the racist Willie Horton
commercials as a stepping-stone to the White House
in 1992.

Donald Trump is a different story. He is pretty much
sui generis, or, as an unnamed general referred to
him, “the most loathsome individual I have ever
met.” Trump exploited racism in his presidential
campaigns but he also has a long history of actual
racism, extending back to his twenties when he and
his father Fred were sued by the Department of
Justice (under Nixon!) for their refusal to rent
apartments to Black applicants.

When he still owned casinos (that is, his before
casinos filed for bankruptcy for the sixth and final
time and he was bailed out by dark Russian money),
casino bosses ordered the floor cleared of Blacks
employees when they knew Trump was visiting.
Most monstrous were his calls for executing the
Central Park Five and his continued insistence on
their guilt even after their convictions were vacated
on DNA evidence.

My personal favorite was his mixing of antisemitism
with racism when he complained about a Black
accountant: “Black guys counting my money! I hate
it. The only kind of people I want counting my
money are short guys that wear yarmulkes every day.
... I think that the guy is lazy. And it’s probably not
his fault, because laziness is a trait in blacks. It really
is, I believe that. It’s not anything they can control.”

Stereotyping a people is the alpha and omega of
gutter racism, but the irony is that 7rump is the one
unable to control himself. And let’s be charitable and
say Trump is not entirely at fault for becoming the
miserable excuse for a human being he’s been his
entire life. Having Fred Trump for a father while
being lazy, dyslexic, and intellectually challenged
and unaccomplished cannot have been easy.

This raises the question whether DeSantis is more
dangerous than Donald Trump. DeSantis is able to
complete a sentence without sounding like a buffoon
and is intelligent and academically accomplished. He
would be far more capable of disarming our craven,
credulous, national media.

Think about that in November before you decide not
to vote because the Democrat on the ballot was not
your first choice. Think about President DeSantis.

Florida “Education” Department Claims Math Books Contain CRT
Michael K. Cantwell

That’s right. Florida’s “Education” Department has rejected math books that it claims contain Critical Race
Theory but is refusing to provide any examples. How dumb do they think Floridians are?

The question is rhetorical. They know that millions of knuckle-dragging Neanderthals will cite this dog and
pony show as evidence of Democrats trying to brainwash their kids. In reality it is evidence of Republicans’
confidence that their supporters will believe anything they are told.

These are the same people who overwhelmingly believe that the 2020 election was stolen, despite zero
evidence and more than 60 failed lawsuits, many of them dismissed by Republican judges.

When Groucho said, “who ya gonna believe, me or your lyin’ eyes,” it was a joke. When Trump and DeSantis
say it, it is a tragedy . . . for our democracy, our civilization, and our planet.
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Do not “Pass Over” the true meaning of Passover
Rabbi Barry Silver

Many traditional Jews remove chametz (food
forbidden on Passover) from their homes, but forget
the meaning of this ritual. Removing un-kosher
clutter from our homes to prepare for Passover is a
metaphor for removing the clutter of negativity,
greed and cynicism from our minds to prepare for
spiritual liberation.

The Passover Haggadah (story) describes Pharaoh’s
enslavement of the Jews, whom he treated as objects
to use and exploit without mercy. As a result, he
unleashed a series of plagues upon himself and his
nation. The unmentioned actors in this drama are the
vast majority of Egyptians who remained silent and
benefitted from institutionalized racism and slavery,
bringing great suffering upon themselves.
Throughout history, humans have emulated Egypt
and doomed their nations by moral collapse as time
“matzahs” on.

In the antebellum south, genteel southern Christians
profited from the selling, trading and owning of
human beings before the south was destroyed;
Roman crowds cheered as human beings were
thrown to the lions and forced to fight each other to
the death, which presaged the end of their civilization
and today the Colosseum lies in ruins; and most
Americans were silent or collaborated as the
indigenous people of America were subjected to
physical and cultural genocide, and now we face
environmental collapse by ignoring their maxim that
the earth does not belong to us, we belong to the
earth. Perhaps the appointment of the first Native
American, Deb Halaand, to lead the Department of
the Interior, augurs a turning point in our nation’s
history and hope for the future. Sadly, many Jews
have learned nothing from the past and rebel against
Moses, as in Biblical days, by denigrating Jews who
follow the Mosaic ideal of compassion and love with
their most vile epithet, “liberal”.

The Torah says that God “hardened” the heart of
Pharaoh and kept the Jewish people enslaved despite
ten horrific plagues. Our benevolent ancestors could
not imagine anyone as cruel as Pharaoh, so they
blamed his cruelty on God. But we need not go back
thousands of years or resort to supernatural agents to
see the tremendous capacity for heartless stupidity
among leaders and sheep-like acquiescence by their
loyal subjects who follow these despotic leaders into
the abyss with their sin of silence.

Today, humans face 10 modern plagues of ignorance,
arrogance, intolerance, climate change, gun violence,

overpopulation, religious fanaticism, poverty,
injustice and war, as a result of our
Pharaonic behavior and we also suffer from the
worst plague of all according to Rabbi Abraham
Joshua Heschel, the plague of indifference, which
makes all the other plagues possible and lethal.

The horrors in Ukraine are the result of the world
community’s craven addiction to oil which causes us
to abandon our ideals, debauch democracy and dance
“sheikh to sheikh” with oiligarchs who have us over
a barrel and offer an oilwellian future by our
continued enslavement to fossil fuels and the slick
politicians who support modern day Pharaohs who
threaten Israel and America. Let us free ourselves
from the death grip of these murderous regimes by
launching a Manhattan Project to develop alternative
energy with new and improved technology that will
make oil and gas obsolete and will bankrupt these
vicious regimes and bring great wealth to those who
devise this new technology.

May all Jews become “little Messiahs”, collectively
taking on the role of Elijah, the forerunner of the
Messianic Age whose presence is invited into all
Jewish homes on Passover. On that day, Jews may
spearthead a global spiritual transformation to
perceive earth and all its creatures as one, reflected in
the Shema and unite all people on Earth to protect
Creation, symbolized by the parsley, and to free all
people from tyranny.

Let us not “pass over” the true meaning of Pesach,
i.e., “freedom” and ask ourselves a 5™ question this
Passover, “Will the world be inspired by the
Passover saga of liberation under Moses by standing
with the Jewish hero Volodymyr Zelenksy, who is
courageously leading his people and the free world in
a struggle for liberation against Putin?” This
Passover let us respond to the stirring words that
Moses, said to Pharaoh “Let my people go” and by
the courage of Zelensky who said, “Slava Ukrainiye,
heroim slava” (Glory to Ukraine and glory to the
heroes), and let us unite to bring freedom to all
people on Earth.

Happy Passover.

Rabbi Barry Silver practices Cosmic Judaism and may be
reached at barryboca@aol.com. He welcomes all
opinions and is available for discussion, debate and good
trouble.



Letters

Writing to local papers is a way to influence NPAs and give aid and information to Democrats. Here are som

samples from DCDB members.

In the March 26 Miami Herald online story “Investment
and immigration conference cancels DeSantis’ speech
after objections raised,” I was struck by State Rep. David
Borrero’s defense of Gov. Ron DeSantis’ stance on
immigration.

Borrero said, “We want to live in communities that are
safe and free from drugs, gangs and crime. We expect our
politicians to protect us from the cartels, drugs and
violence that we escaped.”

His suggestion that communities are being terrorized by
immigrants is false. If any group is terrorizing
communities, it comprises those born in the United States,
as a study in the “Proceedings of the National Academy
of Sciences” concluded: “Contrary to public perception,
we observe considerably lower felony arrest rates among
undocumented immigrants compared to legal immigrants
and native-born U.S. citizens.”

According to the December 2020 study, “Comparing
crime rates between undocumented immigrants, legal
immigrants and native-born U.S. citizens in Texas,”
American citizens committed crimes at higher rates than
legal immigrants and shockingly higher rates than
undocumented immigrants.

The study stated that, “Relative to undocumented
immigrants, U.S.-born citizens are over two times more
likely to be arrested for violent crimes, 2.5 times more
likely to be arrested for drug crimes and over four times
more likely to be arrested for property crimes.”

Of course, empirical evidence is a thin reed against the
hurricane of emotion-laden disinformation in our post-fact
world, so we should not expect to see either DeSantis or
his minions changing their message.

Michael K. Cantwell, April 12, Miami Herald

Re the House GOP members vote down their
own bill over red herring: The failure of 10
Florida congressional Republicans to rename
the federal courthouse in Tallahassee after the
first Black Florida Supreme Court Justice is yet
another example of GOP cowardice, hypocrisy
and their 1inability to genuinely pledge
allegiance to the republic for which they
supposedly stand. This is the same party where
the majority of its elected officials reimagined
the events of Jan. 6, and now they’re doing a
hatchet job on Joseph Woodrow Hatchett who,
against all odds, passed his bar exam during the
Jim Crow era and worked his way up to the
U.S. Court of Appeals for the 11th Circuit.

The decision to renounce a bill that they
initially  co-sponsored, based on Judge
Hatchett’s support of the Establishment Clause
in the U.S. Constitution, is unconscionable.
According to Frank Cerabino, despite several
unsuccessful efforts in the Sunshine State to
allow government sanctioned prayer in schools,
“We’re still dancing around the subject Judge
Hatchett decided 34 years ago. You can pray
all you want in public school. But you can’t
subject other people’s children to your
prayers.” One would think that the party that
touts ‘The Free State of Florida” and ‘Parental
Rights in Education’ would realize that
politicians forcing kids to pray is the antithesis
of liberty and that the failure to honor Judge
Hatchett flies in the face of justice for all.

Nancy Chanin, April 8, 2022, Palm Beach Post

Sens. Josh Hawley, Ted Cruz and Lindsey Graham have embarrassed themselves, their party and their country.

They don’t care, because their contemptible treatment of Judge Jackson helps them politically. They know that
questions about comic books used at a progressive school on whose board she serves are irrelevant and

inappropriate, as are questions about critical race theory.

They don’t care because the mere invocation of CRT is red meat to the wingnuts who will determine the
Republican nominee in 2024. They know they have wrenched material out of context and misquoted Judge
Jackson to create the intentionally false impression she is soft on crime. They don’t care because truth and
decency don’t matter if lies and indecency can advance their careers.

They know they are guilty of attempted character assassination and they just don’t care. Republicans purport to
worry about the decline in civilization. They are the decline in civilization.

Michael K. Cantwell, March 25, 2022, Sun-Sentinel



What We’re Reading

Thomas Piketty Thinks America Is Primed for Wealth Redistribution, David Marchese, New York Times: “All
wealth is collective by nature in the sense that it relies on the work of hundreds, thousands, millions of
engineers, technicians, the accumulation of knowledge. Then, private property is a social construction that we
invent in order to organize economic and social relations. It’s a very useful social invention as long as you
keep under control how much you can accumulate, how much power you can concentrate, etc. But none of
these assets are their assets. They are a product of a collective process. No one invented anything by himself
or herself.”

For a Minute There, It Really Was No Child Left Behind, Ezra Klein, New York Times:
“Here’s the takeaway: A $3,000-a-year child benefit would pay for itself 10 times over. These payments come
back in higher long-term earnings, higher educational attainment, higher birth weights, lower neonatal
mortality, better adult physical health and better adult mental health. They lead to less crime and higher tax
revenues and longer life expectancy.

Worth Quoting

Franklin Delano Roosevelt: Democracy cannot succeed unless those who express their choice are prepared to
choose wisely. The real safeguard of democracy, therefore, is education.

Benjamin Franklin: An investment in knowledge pays the best interest.”
Artur Rimbaud: “Charity is that key.”

Bob Dylan: “Money doesn’t talk, it swears.”

Democratic Club of Delray Beach
2022 Membership Application and Renewal

Date New Renewal

Name/names of household members

Address

Community/Condo Name

E-mail Address Phone number

(E-mail addresses are shared with the Palm Beach County Democratic Party so our members will be kept
abreast of the latest County Democratic Activity. If you do not wish to receive this information, please ini-

tial here  and we will not share your E-mail address.).

Preferred method of contact: E-mail _ Phone Text

Send newsletter by: E-mail ~ Hand delivery

I/we are in South Florida from to each year or are a permanent resident
Payment: Individual $25 Household $35 Donation

Please make checks payable to Democratic Club of Delray Beach and mail to P.O. Box 8224, Delray
Beach, FL 33484. Thank you and welcome to our Club.
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