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Out of the Fire and Into the Frying Pan 
Michael K. Cantwell 

Yes, we averted an unmitigated 
disaster. It is doubtful that either our 
democracy or our planet would have 
survived another four years of 
Donald Trump.  
 
But can they survive another six 
years of Mitch McConnell, two of 
them as Majority Leader? If 
democracy requires an informed 
citizenry, is democracy even possible 
when tens of millions of voters (and 
at least one member of Congress) 
believe QAnon claims that “the world 
is run by a cabal of Satan-worshiping 
pedophiles”? 
 
Add the fact that we are in the middle 
of the worst economic collapse in 
nearly a century and the worst public 
health crisis in over a century. Joe 
Biden was on the inaugural platform 
with Barack Obama the last time a 
Democratic administration was 
charged with fixing the devastation 
wrought by a departing Republican 
administration, but the damage is far 
greater today.  
 
Since February 2020, the economy 
has shed over 10 million jobs and 
235,000 Americans have lost their 
lives to a pandemic that was 
exacerbated by President Trump’s 
colossal incompetence and callous 
indifference. By comparison, “only” 
some 3.8 million jobs were lost in the 
eight months before Obama and 
Biden were inaugurated.   

Moreover, when Biden and Harris are 
inaugurated on January 21, 2021, 
Democrats will have a reduced 
majority in the House and “Dr. No” 
will remain in charge of the Senate. 
In 2009, Democrats controlled both 
Houses of Congress, which enabled 
them to pass the American Recovery 
and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) and 
prevent a second Great Depression. 
When Obama left office, only Clinton 
and Reagan had created more jobs 
during their terms.  
 
Some things remain constant, 
however. You can bank on 
Republicans becoming deficit hawks 
the second a Republican passes the 
presidency to a Democrat, usually 
after having exploded the deficit and 
crashing the economy. Although they 
aided and abetted George W. Bush in 
doubling the deficit, Republicans got 
religion as soon as Obama took office 
and didn’t shut up about the deficit 
until Donald Trump was elected, at 
which point they fell silent again. 
Expect more selective amnesia and 
shameless hypocrisy once Biden 
takes office.  
 
And expect that Republicans will 
continue to deny four decades of 
empirical evidence establishing that 
tax cuts do “pay for themselves” and 
are in fact a very inefficient way to 
stimulate the economy, especially 
when the vast majority of the cuts go 
to the wealthiest Americans. For 

Congratulations, Joe Biden and Kamala Harris! 
Decency and Competence Return to our Executive Branch  

Our First Woman and Woman of Color to Occupy Blair House 

example, every quarterly 
report issued by the 
nonpartisan Congressional 
Budget Office found that the 
LEAST effective job creator 
in ARRA was tax cuts to the 
wealthy. More recently, the 
Trump tax cuts of 2017 had 
little stimulant effect and fell 
wildly short of paying for 
themselves.  
 
It's clear that Joe Biden and 
Kamala Harris have their 
work cut out for them. They 
have promised to reach out to 
Republicans and work for all 
Americans. We need to have 
their backs if Republicans 
revert to form and put party 
over country over planet.  
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After Trump’s temper tantrum about non-existent 
election fraud, Anderson Cooper, normally the most 
staid and decorous presence on CNN, let loose: 

“That is the president of the United States. That is the 
most powerful person in the world. And we see him 
like an obese turtle on his back flailing in the hot sun, 
realizing his time is over.” 

Cooper later apologized.  “… I regret using those 
words because that’s not the person I really wanna be. 
It was in the moment, and I regret it.”  I know, I 
know…journalists don’t have the luxury of letting 
loose.  I know that better than most, having written 
hundreds of political stories, literary reviews and 
consumer law columns for three newspapers, guest 
columns for others and major feature stories for NE 
(formerly Northeast) Magazine.  When you’re writing 
about child slave labor or an innocent man prisoned 
for years, it’s really hard not to scream.   

I wish Cooper had not apologized.  Let’s juxtapose 
“obese turtle” with the daily effluent from Trump’s 
mouth:   Mexican rapists, “fine” neo-Nazis, the 
ridicule of the disabled, and every vulgarity against 
women ever coined.  Wanted:  More Moral Outrage. 

Remember, Trump escorted Racism to the ball and 
threw a political tarp over the bodies of the Covid-19 
victims to protect his re-election. 

Fortunately, many TV anchors and print columnists 
switched from labeling Trump’s ”untruths” to “lies.”  
Millions of Democrats and Independents jumped into 
battle and worked liked never before to get Biden and 
Harris elected.   

Yet too many of these good and decent people are 
self-flagellating over what Trump has wrought, using 
an all-inclusive “we.” The letters to the editors in this 
Sunday’s major papers were Exhibits A-Z.  “We must 
face what we have done.” “We have to accept our 
failures.” One idiot actually wrote that the worst of 
Trump’s detritus is the “rudeness” we’ve adopted.  
Really? 

Who the hell are “we?”  “We” are not responsible for 
this man’s ascension.  The onus is on the MAGA hat 
folks who gathered in rallies without masks, 
endangering the nation, and who cheered his slurs 
against minority groups.  And on those legislators and 
government leaders who fouled their oaths of office. 
When we play the collective guilt game, we reduce 
the culpability of those who supported him.  

This “we” is nothing more than Moral Equivalence as 
Therapy —and it’s dangerous.  It blurs the lines 
between right and wrong, decency and immorality:  
distinctions that are our only weapons against 
reversion to primitivism.  

The presidency was re-captured, but the next battle 
has been joined. Biden and Harris face the worst 
social, public health, and economic crises since FDR, 
with a civil war bubbling way too close to the 
surface.   

We’ve got to help now more than ever. 

First, publicly call out anyone – whether from the 
moderate or progressive wings of the party – who 
engages in the blame game, something that the media 
is already actively encouraging. Biden and Harris 
already face a Herculean task getting anything 
accomplished for America with Chief Obstructionist 
McConnell in charge of the Senate. They don’t need 
Democrats reverting to their circular firing squad.   

Second, campaign for Democratic-sponsored 
legislation and policies with the same zeal 
demonstrated during the election process.   

Third, if any medium distorts the Democrats’ efforts, 
tell its advertisers you won’t buy their products.  

Fourth, work to cleanse Florida of the current 
governor and Republican state legislators, the real 
criminals who denied the most fundamental right of 
voting to thousands of returning citizens.   

The road back to We the People is going to be very 
long and very hard. 

Obese Turtle v. Mexican Rapists, Fine Neo-Nazis, and Fat Ugly Woman 
June Sandra Neal 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/
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Random Thoughts 
David Kulick 

There are many thoughts flying through my head 
while I contemplate writing an article for The 
Delray Democrat. For all the disappointment of the 
election, particularly in Florida, the main thing is 
that we beat Donald Trump. That was no small 
accomplishment.  

Some of you may have known my mother, Mariane 
Kulick. She and her partner Sam Lender founded 
the Democratic Club of Delray Beach many years 
ago, and she restarted it the day after Donald Trump 
was elected. Mom was not given to rash 
pronouncements or wild conspiracy theories so 
when she said that if Trump were re-elected we 
would never have another election, it was 
impossible to ignore. She very well might have been 
right and hopefully we’ll never know because we 
beat him and maybe he’ll go to jail.  

Let’s give the Republicans credit; they ran a brilliant 
campaign. As always, they played on the fears of 
people and we gave them plenty of ammunition. I 
come from the era of Vietnam protests and we knew 
that the people yelling “kill the pigs” and calling 
soldiers “baby killers” were likely agent 
provocateurs, trying to discredit an entire movement 
to Middle America.  

So when I saw the violence at peaceful BLM 
protests, I figured the same thing, but with the 
addition of agents of Russia spreading hatred and 
anger. We know that’s what they did in 2016 and 
we were told they would do it again. They did. I 
don’t have the computer skills to track Facebook 
groups to the source, but I’ll bet many of those 
BLM protesters were reading Russian bots.  

When I saw the ongoing protests, and they showed 
mostly the violent ones, I figured we had just 
handed Trump the election. I was stunned that the 
polls didn’t show what I feared would happen. 
Sending in federal troops was terrifying to many of 
us as a preview of what Trump could do, but 
apparently was soothing to many on the right and 
middle. Again, the polls showed nothing.  

The other big thing was Corona. Trump played a 
perfect young/old war, asking why we would shut 
down the country when only old people and people 
with underlying conditions were likely to die. Why 
should they not be able to go to bars and clubs? 
Playing it as economic rather than a health crisis 
was smart; I can see Steve Bannon’s hand in this. A 
real package to allow companies to pay their 

employees while things were shut down would have 
worked, but we didn’t get that, and it missed all the 
gig workers anyway.  

But why didn’t any of this impact the polls? 
Actually, I think only one senate race was really off, 
the others were pretty much within the margin of 
error and all went the other way. The reason is that 
people who really never vote, who aren’t even 
reachable by pollsters, did vote, and they voted for 
Trump. I was fooled by the number of young people 
who aren’t afraid of the word “socialist.” But lots of 
older people are. Their positions may in fact be 
socialistic, Medicare for All and $15 minimum 
wage in particular, but Democrats didn’t fight back 
because too many oppose those things or won’t 
fight for them.  

We don’t have the right-wing communications 
network either. Air America was all we had and the 
few wealthy “leftists” let it die. You can go to any 
small town in America and hear an AM hate radio 
station. I can’t find even a single news radio station 
anywhere near Miami, much less a progressive one.  

In Florida, we didn’t have a single piece of literature 
to hand out that wasn’t just Vote By Mail. Well, we 
did VBM, overwhelmingly so. But once again it 
wasn’t enough. The Democratic Club of Delray 
Beach produced our own literature explaining WHY 
someone should vote for Democrats. But as far as I 
can tell, it was just us. The other clubs, the county, 
the state party, nothing. I guess they feel that 
everyone watches MSNBC or listens to Progress on 
Sirius. They don’t. They watch Fox and listen to 
hate. Listening in Florida, climate change should 
have been the number one issue. It wasn’t.  

Still, for all that, we beat Trump. Some things made 
an impact. I think the Lincoln Project did get 
through to some Republicans but they voted for 
Biden and then Republicans down ballot. Look, I 
thought the 2016 election was over when Trump 
mocked a disabled reporter, I mean how much more 
of a creep can you be? When vote totals were so 
high this year I figured we had it in the bag, who 
would vote for Trump who didn’t vote for him four 
years ago. Well, as it turns out, plenty of people did.  

The good news going forward is that Trump will not 
be on the ballot in Georgia in January and it’s 
possible that his cult will not turn out if he isn’t in 
power. The other good thing is Stacey Abrams and 
that may just be enough. 
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2020—Biden Wins but Dems Leave a Lot on the Table 
Rob Resnick 

Although there are still the formalities, it is clear Joe 
Biden has won the Presidency and victory over 
Donald Trump essential for the future of the country.  
The vote was much closer than expected in key 
states including Wisconsin, Michigan, Pennsylvania, 
and Nevada and there were real moments of concern 
for the campaign at times throughout election night 
as some “reliable” states came in closer or later than 
expected.  In any case, Biden exceeded 270 electoral 
votes and will become President.  Despite the 
celebration, Democrats have reason for concern 
because the rest of the election was a debacle.    

Unfortunately, Biden will not enjoy the support of a 
friendly Congress - Republicans will likely retain 
control of the Senate and they narrowed the 
Democratic House majority.  Democrats also did 
poorly overall in statewide elections (not addressed 
herein).  Therefore, despite Biden’s critical victory, 
2020 was an electoral failure for Democrats.  How 
could Trump come so close to winning after four 

years of abject failure on every level?  For the third 
straight election, Democrats failed to take control of 
the Senate even with a strong field of challengers 
facing a slew of vulnerable, undeserving incumbents.  
Republicans narrowed the Democratic majority in 
the House, which is now razor thin and will likely 
inhibit at least some Democratic initiatives.   

There are many reasons why voters rejected Trump 
while also repudiating Democratic leaders.  The 
lessons of Reagan and Clinton victories over 
incumbents demonstrate that an overwhelming 
number of voters focus on the economy above all 
other issues.  Many voters will excuse or ignore 
multiple negatives in exchange for the promise of 
jobs, economic growth, etc.  Although their faith in 
Republicans was grossly misplaced, voters believed 
they offered a stronger approach to the economy and 
were apprehensive about a Democratic controlled 
government.  Believing Trump would lose, enough 
voters chose to deny Democrats control of Congress 
in fear of a far-left turn.     

Voters acknowledged Trump’s utter failure to lead in 
response to the historic pandemic and his abhorrent 
rhetoric against science, safety measures, and leaders 
who tried to fulfill their responsibilities to the 
people. That said, Democrats significantly 
overplayed their hand on this issue.  They did not 
understand that many voters were more afraid of the 
economic calamity caused by the pandemic response 
than of the disease itself.  While those with means 
smugly hunkered down at home, many working 
families struggled to keep jobs, pay bills, buy food, 
and supervise children attending school virtually.  
The risk of COVID-19 paled in comparison to the 
dire reality they faced.  This is exactly why Biden 
almost lost some otherwise reliable states (e.g., 
Nevada) and why other Democrats lost.          

Rightly or wrongly, many voters grew extremely 
concerned about the large, angry protests across the 
country. Initially, Americans wholly supported the 
paramount goal of the Black Lives Matter (BLM) 

movement to finally address systemic racism but 
grew weary of the violence that attended some of the 
protests, regardless of whether the protestors, 
provocateurs, or the federal troops sent by Trump 
were responsible. Republicans effectively utilized 
the rhetoric of an angry mob and images of scattered 
incidents of looting while Democrats struggled to 
find a message supporting BLM’s fight against 
racism while recognizing the necessity of good law 
enforcement. “Defund the Police” may not have 
been intended literally, but it significantly hurt the 
cause.     

Republicans were also successful in scaring voters 
with imagery of the radical left and the false 
narrative equating the Democratic Party with the 
past and present failed totalitarian, Socialist regimes 
in other countries.  Although there is a Democratic 
Socialist wing of the Party, it is not at all the same as 
Socialism.  However, Trump’s base and most 
Republicans lacked the intellect or the interest to 
understand the difference.  The Democratic Party has 

How could Trump come so close to winning after four years of abject 
failure on every level?  For the third straight election, Democrats 

failed to take control of the Senate even with a strong field of 
challengers facing a slew of vulnerable, undeserving incumbents.  
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always been the party of freedom and justice.  
Unfortunately, Democrats chose to ignore the false 
attacks.  They naively believed people would not fall 
for this messaging when in fact they do every 
election.     

Biden and many Democratic candidates 
underperformed among Latino voters and the false 
Socialism label was a significant root cause.  This 
was most pronounced in Florida, making a Florida 
victory never a real possibility.  Many Latino voters 
fled failed authoritarian Socialist regimes and were 
susceptible to the false equivalence.  The same 
underperformance occurred in Ohio and Texas.  
Biden did not need to win those states, but down 
ballot Democrats did.  It would have been much 
better to see Biden win more states and send Trump 
and the country more of a message.  A stronger 
Latino vote would have helped Democrats win a few 
of the Senate and House seats they should have won 
and needed to win.   

Democrats themselves are also responsible for voter 
skepticism concerning Socialism.  Voters across the 
nation believed Democrats would take the country 
“far left” with total control of government and this 
hurt the Congressional races.  Although Bernie 
Sanders, “The Squad,” et al. may be popular in some 
Democratic circles, they also provide Republicans 

with divisive targets they can use to scare voters.  
Although some of the Democrats who lost swing 
House seats were moderates, they lost because 
Republicans pushed messaging about the far left if 
Democrats retained control.  All Democrats need to 
be cognizant of the impact their rhetoric has on the 
national party and then need to win swing districts, 
not just their own safe, reliably liberal districts.     

The Democratic Party appears poised for an internal 
battle for control.  The Progressive wing of the party 
wants to advance an intense policy agenda focused 
on Medicare for All and other issues that play well to 
the base.  The traditional, more moderate Democrats 
support many of the goals, want to achieve results 
more through consensus, and recognize the 
importance of national security, controlling 
spending, etc.  It should not be an “either or” fight, 
but a recognition that the party needs to coalesce 
around its core values while adopting a platform and 
rhetoric that supports a critical national strategy.  
They must first win elections, and by decent 
margins, before they can legislate or achieve their 
objectives.  They get nothing if Republicans keep 
winning.  Here is the key – it must be a continuation 
of the 2020 strategy of appreciating traditional 
liberal values and priorities while demonstrating a 
sensible and reasonable approach that appeals to a 
larger swath of the nation. 

“Off the Table” 
Michael K. Cantwell 

 
A series of national polls conducted between 2003 and 2009 showed support for a universal healthcare 
system ranging from 59% to 75%. Yet Sen. Max Baucus, chair of the Senate Finance Committee charged 
with principal responsibility for drafting the Affordable Care Act, declared single-payer to be “off the table.” 
Having relinquished their best bargaining chip, Democrats failed to even include a public option in the ACA.  
 
In 2011, Republicans refused to raise the debt ceiling without deficit reduction (an outrageous and 
hypocritical position given their silence as the federal debt was doubling under George W. Bush). Although 
reduction could have been achieved through either spending cuts or tax increases (or a combination of the 
two), tax increases were deemed “off the table.”  
 
Once again, what was “off the table” was widely favored by the American public. A CNN poll found that 
nearly three-quarters of respondents favored raising taxes on incomes over $250,000, with majorities 
across all stripes other than Tea Party supporters, 44% of whom nevertheless supported such a tax:  
 

 
(Continued on page 6) 

  Total Dem Ind Rep Liberal Mod Cons Tea Party 

Favor 73% 92% 71% 51% 88% 85% 52% 44% 

Oppose 26% 7% 29% 49% 12% 15% 48% 56% 

https://i2.cdn.turner.com/cnn/2011/images/07/21/rel11b.pdf
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What We’re Reading 

Howard Simon, Sun-Sentinel, A strategy to protect Amendment 4 and save voting rights: “The injustice 
inflicted on the voting rights of Floridians by the U.S. Court of Appeals, which overturned District Judge 
Robert Hinkle’s thoughtful 125-page ruling declaring Florida’s “pay-to-vote” system unconstitutional, cannot 
be allowed to stand.” 

Paul Krugman, New York Times, What’s Not the Matter With Georgia?: “Why, after all, did Biden win 
Georgia even as he was losing North Carolina, another relatively well-educated state with growing knowledge 
industries? The answer, in two words: Stacey Abrams.” 

Jenn Jackson, Truthout, Yes, 55 Percent of White Women Voted for Trump. No, I’m Not Surprised: “In 2016, 
the big takeaway was that 53 percent of white women voters cast their ballots in favor of Donald Trump, 
according to exit polls, helping cement his victory. But, in 2020, white women voters surpassed their 2016 
levels of support as, according to exit polls, 55 percent of white women turned out to vote for the president 
who was recorded saying that men should “grab ‘em by the pussy . . . ” 

Kenny Stancil, Common Dreams, Here’s a winning message Democrats could use to clinch the Senate in 
Georgia runoffs: “Sen. Bernie Sanders (I-Vt.) shared a suggestion on social media: ‘If Democrats take back 
the Senate,’ he said on Monday afternoon, "we will increase the minimum wage from a starvation wage of 
$7.25 an hour to a living wage of at least $15 an hour." 

David Leonhardt, New York Times, There Is a Real Opportunity Here That I Think Biden Is Capturing: “The 
last two Democratic presidents, Barack Obama and Bill Clinton, put a higher priority on expanding health 
insurance than fighting climate change. Mr. Biden, by contrast, has said he will accomplish his unavoidable 
short-term priorities — controlling the coronavirus and restarting the economy — in significant part by 
fighting climate change.” 

Paul Krugman, New York Times, A Republican Senate Would Be Bad for Business: “Divided government is 
all too likely to mean paralysis at a time when we desperately need strong action.” 

Juan Gonzalez, Democracy Now, Mainstream Media Has Missed the Real Story About Latinx Voter Turnout: 
“the key narrative of this election is not whether there was a small shift in the percentage of Latinx voters in 
some areas of the country turning toward Trump. The main story is that in an election which saw historic 
turnout, people of color — and especially Latinos — had an unprecedented increase in voting . . . Virtually 
none of the reports have mentioned this, that for the first time in U.S. history Latinos’ turnout appears to have 
reached comparable levels to the rates for white and Black Americans. 

A September New York Times/Siena poll found that 72% of respondents supported a $2 trillion stimulus 
package to extend increased unemployment insurance, send stimulus checks to most Americans, and provide 
financial support to state and local governments; 67% supported “a public health insurance option that 
would allow anyone to purchase a government-run health insurance plan”; and 66% supported a $2 trillion 
plan to increase the use of renewable energy and build energy-efficient infrastructure.  
 
Which of these do you think will be “off the table” if Republicans retain the Senate in 2021?  

(“Off the Table” Continued from page 5) 

 
Democratic Club of Delray Beach Officers and Directors 
 
Michael Cantwell, President; Mary Fader, First Vice-President; Robert Averack, Second Vice-President; David Kulick, 

Treasurer; Sandra Elaissen-Cantwell, Secretary; Robert Resnick, Recording Secretary; John Ramos, Parliamentarian, 

Angela Burns, Jennifer Jones, Char Lane, June Neal, Patricia O’Hearne, and Cheryl Perry, Directors 

https://www.sun-sentinel.com/opinion/commentary/fl-op-com-amendment-4-voting-right-florida-20201112-fe3i2enw3bby3mt5nla6poryzu-story.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/11/09/opinion/trump-biden-georgia.html?action=click&module=Opinion&pgtype=Homepage
https://truthout.org/articles/yes-55-percent-of-white-women-voted-for-trump-no-im-not-surprised/
https://www.alternet.org/2020/11/georgia-senate-race-2020/?xrs=RebelMouse_fb&ts=1605053427&fbclid=IwAR0B79GwqDbqyMJxT7diS2tcGes-R2MkpMK88j9Kyac-1ndIfnce3gxmiVs
https://www.alternet.org/2020/11/georgia-senate-race-2020/?xrs=RebelMouse_fb&ts=1605053427&fbclid=IwAR0B79GwqDbqyMJxT7diS2tcGes-R2MkpMK88j9Kyac-1ndIfnce3gxmiVs
is%20the%20affordable%20care%20act%20and%20obamacare%20the%20same%20thing
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/11/12/opinion/biden-mitch-mcconnell-economy.html?action=click&module=Opinion&pgtype=Homepage
https://www.democracynow.org/2020/11/11/juan_gonzalez_latinx_voters_2020
https://int.nyt.com/data/documenttools/us101520-crosstabs1/016bc5d8ae03038c/full.pdf
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H.L. Mencken famously wrote that “no one ever 
went broke underestimating the intelligence of the 
American people.” It’s not a lack of intelligence that 
led 70 million people to vote for Donald Trump, 
however. It’s lack of information, lack of education, 
and lack of a nose for a carnival barker.  

Trump won Florida in large measure because 
substantial numbers of people believed the claptrap 
that Joe Biden is a socialist or controlled by 
socialists. Anyone who is not a credulous fool is 
aware that, at its core, socialism involves “collective 
or governmental ownership and administration of the 
means of production and distribution of goods,” and 
no Democrat – not Bernie Sanders, not Alexandria 
Ocasio Cortez, not Kamala Harris, and certainly not 
Joe Biden – is advocating that.  

What he, indeed the Democratic Party as a whole, 
advocates is a government that works for the 
governed rather than a select few, and that seeks to 
care for the most vulnerable among us, rather than 
leave them to a life that is nasty, brutish, and short. 
Every time Democrats have attempted to better the 
lives of Americans, they have been accused of every 
imagined sin under the sun, beginning with socialism 
and extending to slavery. Here are two choice 
selections from the 1935 debate over Social Security: 

“Never in the history of the world has any 
measure been brought here so insidiously 
designed as to prevent business recovery, to 
enslave workers and to prevent any possibility 
of the employers providing work for the 
people,” Rep. John Taber (R-NY). 

“The lash of the dictator will be felt and 25 
million free American citizens will for the first 
time submit themselves to a fingerprint test.” 
Rep. Daniel Reed (R-NY) 

And who can forget Ronald Reagan telling 
Americans that if Medicare passed, “We are going to 
spend our sunset years telling our children and our 
children's children, what it once was like in America 
when men were free”? He was shilling for the AMA 
then, which today (like the overwhelming majority of 
Americans) supports Medicare.  

Closer to the present is the vitriol with which the 
Affordable Care Act was met. Ben Carson abjectly 

compared it to slavery, cementing his place in history  
as a shameless toady only too happy to desecrate the 
graves of his ancestors: “You know Obamacare is 
really I think the worst thing that has happened in 
this nation since slavery.” Worse than lynchings, 
Ben? Worse than the KKK?  

And let’s not forget former conservative darling 
Sarah Palin’s obscene, Orwellian claim that the 
Affordable Care Act, which has insured tens of 
millions of Americans and saved tens of thousands of 
lives, had created “death panels.” A clear majority of 
Americans now favor the ACA while Ms. Palin has 
been reduced to appearing on The Masked Singer 
dressed in a purple and pink furry bear costume.  

Significantly but unsurprisingly, pollsters found that 

Americans’ attitudes towards the ACA depended on 
whether it was identified as “Obamacare” or the 
“Affordable Care Act.” Indeed, there are actually 
voters who don’t know that Medicare is a 
government program.  

During the “Hillary-care” battle in 1994, an elderly 
woman accosted then-Sen. John Breaux in an airport, 
urging “Now don’t you let the government get a hold 
of my Medicare.” And at a town hall meeting during 
the debate over the Affordable Care Act, a man told 
Rep. Robert Inglis (R-S.C.) to “keep your 
government hands off my Medicare.” 

The key is educating voters to the reality that the 
programs on which they and their families depend 
were all created by Democrats, and that we are 
saving lives while Republicans are sacrificing them.  

Explain that Ron DeSantis is denying Medicaid to 
800,000 uninsured Floridians who otherwise qualify 
under the ACA, thus condemning thousands of them 
to premature, preventable deaths. Explain to anyone 
enrolled in Medicare, Medicaid, or Social Security 
that they’re just as much a socialist as Joe Biden.  

It won’t work on Trump troglodytes, like those who 
drove past our rallies screaming “socialist.” Just yell 
back, “Yer mama’s a Socialist.” They won’t know 
what the hell you’re saying, but you’ll feel better.  

Yer Mama’s a Socialist! 
Michael K. Cantwell 

“What he, indeed the Democratic Party as a whole, advocates is a government that works 

for the governed rather than a select few, and that seeks to care for the most vulnerable 

among us, rather than leave them to a life that is nasty, brutish, and short.” 

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/socialism
https://www.businessinsider.com/gop-obamacare-opposition-2014-4
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ronald_Reagan_Speaks_Out_Against_Socialized_Medicine
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/post-politics/wp/2013/10/11/ben-carson-obamacare-worst-thing-since-slavery/
https://www.kff.org/health-reform/poll-finding/5-charts-about-public-opinion-on-the-affordable-care-act-and-the-supreme-court/
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2020/mar/12/sarah-palin-rap-tv-masked-singer-baby-got-back
https://slate.com/news-and-politics/2009/08/help-slate-track-the-medicare-isn-t-government-meme.html
https://krugman.blogs.nytimes.com/2009/07/28/why-americans-hate-single-payer-insurance/
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Democratic Club of Delray Beach 
2021 Membership Application 

Date_______________  New______   Renewal______ 

Name/names of household members___________________________________ 

Address__________________________________________________________ 

Community/Condo Name_______________________________  

E-mail Address_____________________ Phone number  __________________ 

(E-mail addresses are shared with the Palm Beach County Democratic Party so our members will be kept 
abreast of the latest County Democratic Activity. If you do not wish to receive this information, please initial 
here____ and we will not share your E-mail address.). 

Preferred method of contact: E-mail_____ Mail_____ Phone_____ Text_____  

Send newsletter by: E-mail______ Hand delivery _______ U.S. Mail_______ 

I/we are in South Florida from__________ to__________ each year or are a permanent resident________. 

Payment: Individual $25_______ Household $35_______ Donation___________ 

Please make checks payable to Democratic Club of Delray Beach and mail to P.O. Box 8224, Delray Beach, 
FL 33484. Thank you and welcome to our Club.  

WE VOTED, WE WON! NOW LET’S TAKE THE SENATE! 
 
It’s critical that the United States Senate NOT be controlled by Republicans any longer.  We 
plan to do whatever we can to help Jon Ossoff and Raphael Warnock win their respective 
Senate run-off elections in Georgia on January 5, 2021. 
_____________________________________________________________ 
To make phone calls, the direct links to the phone banks are: 
 

Jon Ossoff  https://www.mobilize.us/electjon/event/362688/ 
 
Raphael Warnock https://www.mobilize.us/warnockforgeorgia/event/362553/ 
_____________________________________________________________ 
To send texts, write postcards or share campaign information online, the links are:  
 

Jon Ossoff https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfOCmXM5Ts8-1Yh-
XXTfsyt1KhWo7qznF46EvPSC9iO5ljTtw/viewform 
 
Raphael Warnock https://secure.warnockforgeorgia.com/page/s/website_vol 
_____________________________________________________________ 
To make a donation to either or both campaigns, the links are: 
 

Jon Ossoff https://electjon.com/ 
 
Raphael Warnock https://warnockforgeorgia.com/ 
 
Stacey Abrams https://fairfight.com/  

https://www.mobilize.us/electjon/event/362688/
https://www.mobilize.us/electjon/event/362688/
https://www.mobilize.us/warnockforgeorgia/event/362553/
https://www.mobilize.us/warnockforgeorgia/event/362553/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfOCmXM5Ts8-1Yh-XXTfsyt1KhWo7qznF46EvPSC9iO5ljTtw/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfOCmXM5Ts8-1Yh-XXTfsyt1KhWo7qznF46EvPSC9iO5ljTtw/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfOCmXM5Ts8-1Yh-XXTfsyt1KhWo7qznF46EvPSC9iO5ljTtw/viewform
https://secure.warnockforgeorgia.com/page/s/website_vol
https://secure.warnockforgeorgia.com/page/s/website_vol
https://electjon.com/
https://electjon.com/
https://warnockforgeorgia.com/
https://warnockforgeorgia.com/
https://fairfight.com/fair-fight-2020/
https://fairfight.com/fair-fight-2020/

